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should wish to reduce an excessive affection. Yet
thus leaving untried all the means, which, whether
from reason or Scripture, we maintain to be neces-
sary to the production of the end, nay, using such
as are of a directly opposite nature, these men pre-
sume to talk to us of impossibilities ! We may rather
contend that they furnish a fresh proof of the sound-
ness of our reasonings. We lay it down as a fun-
damental position, that speculative knowledge alone,
mere superficial cursory considerations, will be of
no avail, that nothing is to be done without the
diligent continued use of the appointed method.
They themselves afford an instance of the truth of
our assertions: and while they supply no argument
against the efficacy of the mode prescribed, they
acknowledge at least that they are wholly ignorant
of any other.
But let us now turn our eyes to Christians of a
higher order, to those who have actually proved the
truth of our reasonings; who have not Appeal to fact
only assumed the name, but who havepos- in proof of
sessed the substance, and felt the power, our former
of Christianity; who, though often foiled Pmiwns'
by their remaining corruptions, and shamed and cast
down under a sense of their many imperfectibns,
have known in their better seasons, what it was to
experience its firm hope, its dignified joy, its un-
shaken trust, its more than human consolations. In
their hearts, love also towards their Redeemer has
glowed; a love not superficial and unmeaning, but
constant and rational, resulting from a strong im-
pression of the worth of its object, and heightened
by an abiding sense of great, unmerited and con-
tinually accumulating obligations; ever manifesting
itself in acts of diligent obedience, or of patient suf-
fering. Such was the religion of the holy martyrs
of the sixteenth century, the illustrious ornaments of

